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FAIRWINDS Credit Union launched a Go Green debit card in 2008 to promote an earth-friendly life style and raise funds to help plant trees in their central Florida community. A portion of the interchange income from each Go Green debit card transaction was donated to a “Central Florida tree fund” at FAIRWINDS. A contest was held and the card was promoted via the credit union webpage and e-mail and television screens in the branches.
The initial goal was to reach 1,000 cards by the end of 2009 and increase e-statement adoption. As of April 2009, over 4,000 Go Green debit cards were issued which resulted in $1500 to the tree fund. The first planting was held on Earth Day in Sanford, FL for which both members and employees volunteered. E-statement usage increased 5%. The card will continue to be promoted and more plantings will take place in the future..
