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florida credit union foundation contributes $10,500 to jefferson county edcuational foundation
Consortium of Florida Education Foundations matches grant amount bringing total to $21,000.
MONTICELLO, FLA. (September 9, 2008) — Guy M. Hood, President of the Florida Credit Union League (FCUL) and trustee of the Florida Credit Union Foundation (FCUF), along with Judy Surles, Manager of Jefferson County Teachers Credit Union and also a trustee of FCUF, presented the Jefferson County Educational Foundation a check for $10,500, Tuesday, at the Jefferson County Teachers Credit Union. The money will assist in funding special initiatives to improve student performance and academic achievement of low performing students in the Jefferson County School District.  In addition to the $10,500, the Consortium of Florida Education Foundations will be matching the amount through its School District Matching Grant Program which will result in a total of $21,000 to assist the Jefferson County School System. 

The Consortium’s matching program provides publicly funded challenge grants to public school districts education foundations to fund innovative programs that address the academic performance of low-performing students; improve literacy; focus on teacher recruitment and retention; and enhance technical career education. 

“This is a pilot project of FCUF and we plan make it statewide in credit union communities,” said Hood. “Credit unions throughout the state already are committed to our youth’s education; this is just another way for credit unions to engage with their county’s educational foundation and continue to make a difference in their community.”

Members of the Jefferson County Educational Foundation were also present at the presentation. Jana Grubbs, President of the foundation expressed her gratitude as did Clyde Simpson, a director of the foundation. Simpson thanked his fellow founding members, Carl Hanks and Ulmer Miller, for allowing the revitalization of the foundation. The group 
MORE

moved forward with its objectives and joined the Consortium. According to the Consortium’s website, educational foundations in 50 Florida counties are members.
“With this, I’ve felt excitement that I haven’t felt,” said Simpson. “Thank you all for helping us do what we need to do.”

Surles requested the grant on behalf of the Jefferson County Educational Foundation said, “I’m very excited for this opportunity for our county’s school system. Our members are the teachers of these children and I feel it’s a step in the right direction for the future of our community and our students.”

(The Florida Credit Union Foundation, Inc. was formed by the Florida Credit Union League as a nonprofit corporation to assist in the education and training of Florida credit union personnel and volunteers. Over the years, the Foundation has seen its mission broadened, contributions increased, and opportunities expanded in its effort to assist the credit union movement. By affording resources needed, the Foundation has been able to provide financial literacy, disaster relief, and educational opportunities for credit union professionals and Florida citizens, including Florida's youth.)
(The Jefferson County Educational Foundation, formed in 2002, is a non-profit, direct-support organization that benefits Jefferson County public schools by providing resources for students, teachers, and other employees to help them achieve educational success.)

(Since its inception in 2001, the Consortium of Florida Education Foundation’s School District Matching Grant Program has provided publicly funded challenge grants to public school district education foundations to fund innovative programs that address the academic performance of low-performing students; improve literacy; focus on teacher recruitment and retention; and enhance technical career education. The amount of each grant is equal to the private contribution made to a qualifying public school district education foundation. Through the leadership of the legislature, this program has provided $14.45 million in public matching dollars which has been matched by more than $50 million in private funding. During the same period, Florida’s local education foundations raised more than $176 million for public education.)
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